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Abstract
Agricultural activity in Egypt and the Levant was fundamentally intertwined during the Mamluk era, serving as
the primary pillar of the economy and the essential source of food security. Agricultural crops diversified
according to climatic and geographical conditions, ranging from cereals and sugar cane to flax and fruit trees.
Egypt was renowned for its wheat and flax production, exporting surpluses to the Levant and Nubia. Conversely,
the Levant was distinguished by its diverse orchards and vegetables. These variations in natural resources and
irrigation methods facilitated the flourishing of domestic and foreign trade, thereby bolstering the Mamluk
State’s economic standing. However, socio-economic conditions exerted significant pressure on the peasantry,
who bore the heavy burden of taxes and duties. Furthermore, natural disasters, agricultural pests, and
pandemics—notably the Plague—Iled to diminished yields, crop failures, and the displacement or death of
farmers. This devastation also extended to the livestock essential for cultivation. While farmers were deeply
tied to the land, the fruits of their labor predominantly benefited the Sultan, emirs, and the Mamluk elite. Despite

these hardships, the state demonstrated an interest in agricultural infrastructure, maintaining royal bridges,
canals, and waterwheels (Sawaqi) annually to ensure production continuity and mitigate crises.Ultimately,
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agriculture in the Mamluk era was not merely an economic activity but a central axis in shaping the socio-
economic structure. The interplay between production elements, taxation, environmental catastrophes, and
famines profoundly impacted the living conditions and suffering of the peasantry.

Keywords: Agricultural Activity, Mamluk Era, The Levant, Egypt, Taxation.
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