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The Rationales of 1bn Jarir al-Tabari (d. 310 AH) for His Interpretative
Preferences in Light of His Book Jami‘ al-Bayan: Surah Al-A'la as a Model

By: Asst. Lect. Abeer Ali Ahmed Fayyad General Directorate of
Education in Nineveh Department of Islamic Education / College of Basic
Education / University of Mosul

e-mail: Aber44731@gmail.com

Abstract

"This research examines the rationales of lbn Jarir al-Tabari (d. 310 AH) for his
interpretative preferences in Surah Al-A'la through a thematic exegesis
approach. The study is divided into two main sections:
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Section I: Comprises two subsections; the first defines 'Rationale’ (Al-Ta‘lil)
linguistically and terminologically, while the second defines 'Preference’ (Al-
Ikhtiyar) linguistically and terminologically.

Section Il: Comprises several subsections detailing the analytical study:

The First Subsection: Investigates the Quranic verse pertaining to the
glorification and transcendence of Allah. It presents the textual points of
contention, the arguments of each scholarly group, Imam al-Tabari’s specific
preference, his rationale for that choice, and a comparative study of the verse
across various exegesis references, concluding with the research findings

The Second Subsection: Addresses the verse indicating the perfection of Allah’s
power and wisdom. It details the scholarly disagreement, the various viewpoints,
Imam al-Tabari’s preference, and his supporting rationale, followed by the
findingsThe Third Subsection: Covers the verse regarding Allah’s divine
support for Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and the preservation of the
Qur’an in his heart. It outlines the textual dispute, al-Tabari’s preference and
rationale, and the broader scholarly interpretations, followed by the findings.The
Fourth Subsection: Discusses the verse indicating that those who truly remember
Allah incline toward prayer and obedience. It examines the specific textual
differences, scholarly opinions, Imam al-Tabari’s preference, his rationales, and
the interpretations of other scholars, ending with the findings

The Fifth Subsection: Analyzes the verse related to variant readings (Qira‘at). It
explores the textual variations, scholarly positions, Imam al-Tabari’s chosen
reading, his rationales, and the resulting findings.

The Sixth Subsection: Concludes the study by examining the verse stating that
the meanings of Surah Al-A'la are present in previous scriptures. It reviews the
scholarly disagreement over this verse, Imam al-Tabari’s preference, his
rationale, and the interpretations of other exegetes, followed by the final
findings "

Keywords: Surah Al-A'la , Al-Tabari , Exegesis , Tafsir Rationales of
Interpretative Preferences
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