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The Impact of Rote Learning and Memorization-Based Instruction on
Reading Comprehension and Conceptual Interpretation among Early Primary
Grade Students: Teachers' Perspectives

Noor Al-Huda Saddam Faleh
Open College of Education / Misan Educational Center
nooralshams94ig@gmail.com

Abstract

This study investigates the correlational relationship between rote learning
practices and their impact on reading comprehension and conceptual interpretation
skills among early-grade primary students, from teachers' perspectives. Adopting a
descriptive correlational approach, the research targeted a sample of public primary
school teachers in Misan Governorate during the academic year 2025-2026. Data
were collected using a validated questionnaire addressing teaching practices and
literacy skills. Results revealed a high prevalence of rote learning methods among
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teachers, contrasted with only moderate levels of reading comprehension and
conceptual interpretation among students. A statistically significant negative
correlation was found between reliance on indoctrination and the development of
higher-order literacy skills. No significant differences were attributed to teachers'
experience or qualifications, indicating a systemic issue. These findings align with
constructivist theories emphasizing that passive instructional methods hinder
meaningful knowledge construction. The study recommends restructuring teacher
training programs, revising curricula to prioritize depth over content density, and
developing assessment tools that measure understanding rather than recall. Future
research should explore experimental interventions to mitigate the negative effects
of rote memorization in foundational education stages.

Keywords: Rote Learning and Indoctrination, Reading Comprehension, Conceptual
Interpretation, Early Primary Grades, Correlational Study, Misan Governorate.
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