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Water Security Issues, Conflict, and Cooperation Regarding Transboundary

River Basins (The Case of the Tigris and Euphrates)
Prof. Dr. Raed Arheem Muhammad
Al-Qadisiyah University — College of Science
Abstract

Water security is linked to a country's ability to sustainably meet its water
needs. This is affected by both natural and human factors, such as climate
change, population growth, and poor resource management. In the case of the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers, both originate in Turkey, giving it a strategic
position to control water flow towards Syria and Irag. The region has witnessed
recurring tensions due to large dam projects, such as the South Anatolia Project
(GAP), implemented by Turkey for economic development and energy
generation. However, this has raised concerns among countries about the
reduction of their water shares. This has led to disputes over water sharing and
the absence of legally binding agreements regulating shared use. Despite these
tensions, attempts at cooperation have emerged through joint committees and
trilateral negotiations aimed at managing water resources equitably. However,
these efforts have often faced political and security challenges that have
prevented the achievement of sustainable results. Achieving water security,
strengthening trust among countries, and adopting the principles of integrated

water management are crucial to ensuring sustainability and reducing conflicts
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