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Manifestations of otherness and implicit cultural
patterns in Karima Aheddad novel '""The Other Woman"'

Asst. Prof. Dr. Hawra Aziz Aliwi Al-Kim
College of Education - Al-Qasim Green University - Dept. of Arabic Language

Abstract:

This study examines the novel *The Other Woman* by Moroccan novelist Karima
Aheddad through cultural and critical analysis, aiming to uncover the mechanisms of representation
and manifestations of otherness within the novel's structure. It seeks to elucidate the implicit
cultural patterns that drive its deeper meanings and guide its narrative structure. The study begins
with a central question: How does otherness manifest itself in this novel as an implicit cultural
pattern that reproduces the system of female identity and social power within the contemporary
Moroccan context? This central question branches into sub-questions concerning the mechanisms
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of the comparative female model, the manifestations of cultural corruption within the creative
space, and the use of narrative techniques to serve these implicit patterns.

This study adopts cultural criticism in its comprehensive sense, as established by the Birmingham
School of Cultural Studies. It draws upon the contributions of Raymond Williams in analyzing
culture as a living social practice, Stuart Hall in his theory of cultural representation and hegemony,
Homi Bhabha in his concept of otherness and negotiated identity, Simone de Beauvoir in
deconstructing the duality of self and other from a feminist perspective, and Paul Ricoeur in his
concept of narrative identity. These theoretical frameworks are not employed in parallel or in
isolation, but rather are articulated according to the principle of procedural integration. Cultural
criticism forms the central axis, while the other tools contribute to illuminating its various aspects.
The analysis relies directly on the narrative text as an indispensable primary source, employing a
comprehensive cultural-critical approach to the characters, relationships, setting, and narrative
techniques.

Keywords: Otherness, implicit cultural patterns, cultural criticism, Karima Ahadad, female
identity, cultural power, contemporary Moroccan novel, women's writing
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