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Research Abstract:
This research examines the relationship between disciplinary offenses and criminal offenses, in terms of their
legal nature, material and moral elements, the authority competent to impose punishment, and the effects of each
type of liability. The relationship between disciplinary offenses and criminal offenses plays a pivotal role in the
law, especially when a public employee commits an act that constitutes both a disciplinary offense and a criminal
offense. The two offenses share some elements, such as unlawful conduct and the presence of an element of
error. However, the fundamental difference lies in the purpose of criminalization and the scope of punishment.
A disciplinary offense is a violation of the employee's job duties committed during or in connection with the
performance of their duties. It aims to maintain the order of the public service and respect the rules of public
office. A criminal offense, on the other hand, represents an attack on the penal laws that protect public order and
the public and private interest, and aims to protect society from acts criminalized by general legal texts. A single
act may be subject to two crimes simultaneously, raising the issue of double liability. An employee may be
subject to disciplinary action and also criminal prosecution for the same conduct. This is permissible in legal

principle as long as the two penalties are issued by two different authorities and the same penalty is not applied
twice.This summary aims to clarify the relationship and differences between the two crimes. While they are
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characterized by different natures, elements, and procedures, they may overlap in some cases. However, there is
a connection between them that requires careful study to determine the impact of the criminal judgment on
disciplinary decisions. It also highlights the need for coordination between the two parties to avoid conflict,
ensure justice, and regulate professional conduct within a sound legal framework. It also highlights the problems
that arise when the two crimes occur simultaneously and the impact of the criminal judgment on disciplinary
procedures, despite the independence of the disciplinary action from the criminal action.KeywordsDisciplinary

offense, criminal offense, professional responsibility, punishment, double accountability.
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