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Deletion in the Surahs that praise God
Ibrahim Khalil Alawi

Summary

All praise is due to Allah, Who revealed the Book to His servant and made it free
from any crookedness. Peace and blessings be upon the most eloquent of those who
spoke Arabic, our Prophet Muhammad, and upon his family, his companions, and
all those who follow them in righteousness until the Day of Judgment. The Holy
Quran is the eternal miracle of Islam, and its miraculous nature is manifested in
many aspects, foremost among them its eloquent and linguistic miracle. It was
revealed in clear Arabic, challenging the masters of eloquence and rhetoric to
produce something like it, or even a single chapter like it, and they were unable to
do so. One of the most important and refined rhetorical devices used by the Holy
Quran to achieve this miraculous nature is the device of ellipsis, which is
considered a subtle and intricate technique, wondrous in its effect, and almost
magical, as described by Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani. Ellipsis is not merely the
omission of a word; rather, it is a rhetorical art that contributes to the brevity of
expression, strengthens meaning, and leaves room for the recipient to engage their
intellect and reflect in order to arrive at the intended meaning, thus enhancing the
meaning's grandeur and sublimity.
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