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This study analyzes the letters of al-*Ala’ ibn al-Mawsilaya (Aba Sa‘d al-‘Ala’ ibn
al-Hasan), exploring his biography and intellectual, political, and religious
upbringing. Born into a scholarly family in Mosul and raised in Baghdad, his
environment shaped his intellectual and professional path, ultimately serving the
Abbasid caliph. The research employs a descriptive-analytical approach, examining
both official (sultanic) and fraternal letters. 1bn al-Mawsilaya’s letters are noted for
their brevity, skillful language use, and reliance on religious and cultural references,
which added prestige to the correspondence.

The study highlights the significance of his letters as important historical documents
for studying the Abbasid Caliphate in the late 5th century AH. The administrative
letters are considered some of the most authentic sources on the Islamic state's
history, revealing political and administrative content, and the role of these letters in
documenting relations between the caliphate and its provinces or external powers.
Additionally, the research examines stylistic features such as his use of rnymed prose
(saj’) and Qur’an quotations. It also emphasizes Ibn al-Mawsilaya's importance
within Arabic literature, offering valuable material for researchers interested in
linguistic, rhetorical, and literary analysis of both prose and poetry. His work remains
a rich area for further scholarly investigation.
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