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The Concept of Justice in Contemporary Western Thought:
Selected Models *

Assistant Lecturer Muntadhar Karim Qasim
Department of Philosophy/ College of Arts/ University of Basra

Abstract

This study focuses on the concept of justice in the thought of Robert Nozick and
Friedrich Hayek, as both belong to the same intellectual trend (neoliberalism)
and share similar foundational assumptions in their understanding of justice.
However, they differ in their approach and theoretical justification. Nozick
presents a vision of liberalism grounded in individual natural rights and defends
the idea of a minimal state, whose role is limited to protecting individuals and
their property from violence, fraud, and theft. He rejects any state intervention
in wealth redistribution. In his view, justice is achieved through legitimate
voluntary exchange, and taxation is considered a violation of individual rights.
Hayek, on the other hand, critiques the concept of social justice, describing it as
an illusion, a myth, or an ideological tool used to promote socialist policies. He
argues that the free market, rather than the state, is the only mechanism capable
of organizing economic relations fairly. For Hayek, justice is linked to
individual intentional actions rather than to social or political structures, and he
rejects the idea of society as a collective moral agent.

The study concludes that both thinkers support individual freedom and reject
distributive justice; however, they differ in their foundations, as Nozick is based
on natural rights theory, while Hayek is grounded in economic liberalism.

Keywords: minimal state, justice, entitlement theory, social justice, distributive
justice.
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