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Abstract

The Almohad state witnessed great interest in the religious architectural sector, as the Almohad caliphs allocated
substantial expenditures for the construction and expansion of mosques, as well as for the support of religious
and educational institutions. This was intended to consolidate the Almohad doctrine and demonstrate the strength
and prestige of the state. Among the most prominent manifestations of these expenditures was the construction
of massive mosques distinguished by their unique architectural style, such as the Koutoubia Mosque and the
Hassan Mosque, on which the state spent large sums for construction, decoration, and the employment of
architects and engineers. Their concern was not limited to new construction; it also included the restoration and
expansion of older mosques to accommodate increasing numbers of worshippers and students of knowledge,
with particular attention given to minarets and courtyards.In addition, expenditures on religious education
formed an essential aspect of Almohad religious architecture. Religious construction was closely associated with
supporting circles of learning and Islamic jurisprudence, and resources were allocated to scholars, jurists, and
students, especially at the Qarawiyyin Mosque.As for lodges, zawiyas, and frontier fortifications, the Almohad
state devoted clear attention to them and spent considerable funds because of the religious, social, and military
roles they performed. It can therefore be said that religious architectural expenditures under the Almohads were
not merely acts of construction, but rather part of a political and religious project aimed at spreading Almohad
thought, strengthening the state, and serving the Islamic community in the Maghreb and al-Andalus.Keywords:
Almohad State, Architectural Sector, Religious Architecture )
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