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Gnostic Values and the Philosophy of Dignity in the Yazidi Religious Heritage:
Sheikh “Adi ibn Musafir as a case study”

Dr. Najm Abdi Sallo
University of Mosul
College of Arts - Department of Philosophy
Abstract

Sheikh Adi ibn Musafir is a pivotal spiritual figure in the Yazidi religious heritage. He
enjoys a firmly established presence and position within its intellectual framework, having
played the role of renewer, guide, and reformer during a historical period when Yazidism
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was threatened with disintegration and extinction due to repeated campaigns of oppression
and genocide against its followers throughout their long history.

Driven by his profound understanding of the challenges facing Yazidism historically, he
launched his philosophical and spiritual project to reorganize his community's structure on
more solid and enduring foundations. He worked to establish a hierarchical religious
system to preserve religious identity and its symbolism.

Some researchers interested in this figure have attempted to level accusations against
Sheikh Adi ibn Musafir, relying on Sufi interpretations that elevate him to a divine status.
Others have raised doubts about his origins and lineage, sparking considerable
controversy surrounding his character. These opinions reflect a conflict between a
reverential and a critical perspective, making his image a subject of multiple
interpretations. Therefore, this study is divided into two sections. The first section
discusses the life of Sheikh Adi ibn Musafir, clarifying the differing opinions among
researchers regarding his origins and lineage, and aiming to determine the most likely
correct view. The second section, titled "Mystical Values and the Philosophy of Miracles,"
focuses on three main themes that illustrate. Sheikh Adi ibn Musafir's position and
influence. These themes are further divided into three main points: the first addresses
divine love; the second discusses the philosophy of miracles; and the third and final point
examines his presence in the Book of Revelation (Kitab al-Jilwa).

Keywords(Sheikh Adi- origins - lineage -Divinelove-philosophy of dignity)
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