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Abstract

This study aims to examine the concept of agency (wakalah) in light of Al-Tafsir
Al-Wastt by Sheikh Muhammad Sayyid Tantawi, through exploring its linguistic
and terminological foundations, as well as identifying its applied manifestations in
the Qur’anic text. The research begins by clarifying the linguistic meanings of the
concepts of structure (al-bina”) and agency, then proceeds to define them within
grammatical and juristic frameworks, drawing on the views of leading scholars of
Arabic language and Islamic jurisprudence.The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach in tracing Qur’anic verses that reflect various forms of agency, particularly
as interpreted by Tantawi. It further analyzes their exegetical implications and links
them to the broader juristic framework of agency. The research includes multiple
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applied models, most notably: agency in financial transactions as illustrated in the
story of the Companions of the Cave; agency in family reconciliation as reflected in
the arbitration verse; and agency in leadership as demonstrated in the story of Moses
and Aaron (peace be upon them).The study concludes that agency represents a
legitimate Islamic principle based on delegation and authorized representation. It
also finds that Tantawi’s treatment of this concept is characterized by moderation
and functionality, as he emphasizes its practical and ethical dimensions without
delving deeply into detailed juristic debates, in a manner consistent with the nature
of contemporary thematic exegesis.

Keywords : Social construction, Al-Tafsir Al-Wasit, Sheikh Muhammad Sayyid
Tantawi, Agency (Wakalah).
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