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The Contributions of Arab Muslims to the Field of Astronomy *

Assistant Lecturer Sahira Nabil Hussein
Department of History, College of Education for Pure Sciences, University
of Basra

Abstract

This study explores the contributions of Arab Muslims to the field of
astronomy, a science concerned with the study of celestial bodies and cosmic
phenomena, including eclipses, stars, the sun, and the moon. The research
highlights the historical development of astronomy, noting that its origins can
be traced back to the Babylonians and Egyptians before it was further advanced
by Arab Muslim scholars, whose scientific achievements and innovations
preceded those of the West.

Arab Muslim astronomers made significant progress in the development of
astronomical instruments, observational tools, and observatories. These
advancements played an important role in determining the seasons of
pilgrimage, calculating prayer times, and facilitating both land and sea travel.
Their achievements reflect the scientific creativity and intellectual influence of
Islamic civilization in the advancement of astronomical knowledge.

Keywords: stars, astronomy, astrolabe, scholars, armillary sphere.
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