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French Military Intervention in Germany and Its Role in the
Establishment of the Peace of Passau and the Peace of Augsburg
(1548-1555)

Researcher: Ali Faiz Jasim
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Abstract

The Lutheran movement in Germany would not have succeeded without a set of
external factors, most notably the outbreak of the Italian Wars and the
intensification of military and political conflict between France and the Holy
Roman Empire. This situation encouraged the French King Henry Il to support
various rebellions and opposition movements against the Papacy and the
Habsburg Empire. As part of this policy, he provided German Lutheran princes
with significant financial and military assistance, which enabled them to achieve
a series of military victories over Emperor Charles V.

These developments forced the emperor to make major political and religious
concessions, the most important of which was the recognition of Lutheranism as
a new religious confession in Germany alongside Catholicism. This study
highlights the role of French intervention in shaping these outcomes and its
Impact on the broader context of the Reformation in Europe.

Keywords: Italian Wars, Religious Reformation, Lutheranism, Christianity,

Martin Luther, Charles V, Francis |, Papacy, Protestants, sectarian conflicts,
Catholicism.
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