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Analyzing Classical Grammatical Discourse in Light of Leech’s
Politeness Principle and Maxims *

Researcher Hussam Ahmed Hashim
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Department of Arabic Language, College of Arts, University of Basra

Abstract

This study aims to examine classical Arabic grammatical discourse in light of
Geoffrey Leech’s Politeness Principle and its maxims in order to identify the extent to
which grammarians adhered to the conventions of polite discourse in their scholarly
debates and discussions, as well as the mechanisms they employed to preserve the
interlocutor’s face. The study adopts a pragmatic approach based on the analysis of
selected examples from grammatical debates and linguistic commentaries among
classical grammarians. Particular attention is given to mitigating expressions and
discourse strategies that reduce face-threatening acts, such as softening criticism,
offering praise before objection, and employing expressions of probability and
indirectness with their rhetorical implications.

The findings reveal that grammatical discourse was not merely a presentation of
opinions and corrections of linguistic judgments; rather, it functioned as a
communicative practice governed by social and ethical norms that encouraged
scholars to maintain the dignity and image of others even in situations of disagreement
and correction. This is evident in the use of hedging expressions, implicit apology, and
the balance maintained between scholarly rigor and ethical politeness. At the same
time, the study identifies instances in which the Politeness Principle was violated,
particularly in highly argumentative contexts where some scholars resorted to direct
criticism or categorical judgment without mitigation. The study concludes that
classical grammatical discourse represents an interactive model that combines
argumentative precision with stylistic politeness, and that the application of Leech’s
theory reveals an early awareness among grammarians of the ethics of dialogue, even
if it was not explicitly theorized.

Keywords: Politeness Principle, Geoffrey Leech, classical grammatical
discourse, face-saving, pragmatic strategies, linguistic politeness.
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