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Abstract

Sectarian and nationalist political discourse, the dominance of sub-identities over national identity, as
well as the weakness of the state and its inability to monopolize the use of force, have collectively
produced what is known as the “socio-political disease.” This phenomenon has had a direct and
negative impact on the performance and function of political authority, given that authority is a
reflection of societal representations. This situation requires an effective socio-political socialization
process in order to achieve sustainable recovery and, ultimately, good governance.

The sociological study of Iraqi society, reinforced by field research, confirms that the political disease
within society has led to negative repercussions on the performance of political authority, as it reflects
the outcomes of such behavior. This behavior is largely shaped by traditional orientations based on
tribalism, clientelism, sectarianism, and nationalism, while it largely departs from rational choices
grounded in electoral programs, realistic political practices, and belief in national identity as a
fundamental basis for political selection.

Keywords: political disease, society, political violence, political culture.
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