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Informal Settlements and Their Role in Visual Pollution in the
City of Basra: Reality and Solutions *

Assistant Lecturer Elaf Ali Marzook
Center for Basra and Arabian Gulf Studies, University of Basra

Abstract

The problem of informal settlements in the city of Basra is considered one of
the most significant factors contributing to the distortion of the urban landscape,
due to its social, economic, and security implications that threaten the stability
of society. In this regard, this study provides an analysis of informal housing
areas and their role in the spread of various forms of visual pollution in Basra,
as well as possible approaches for dealing with this issue through upgrading or
removal.

The study is based on both theoretical and field research to collect the necessary
data and information for analysis. The findings indicate several causes behind
the limited success in addressing the problem of informal settlements up to the
present time. The study also presents a number of recommendations that may
contribute to achieving more effective solutions, as well as strengthening
mechanisms aimed at preventing the expansion of existing informal settlements
or the emergence of new ones.

Keywaords: visual pollution, informal housing.

* Received: 02/12/2025 Accepted: 16/02/2026
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