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The Role of Irbel Scholars in the Late Abbasid Period in the
Capital Baghdad (447—-656 AH / 1055-1258 CE) *

Lecturer Ararat Ahmed Ali
Department of History/ College of Arts / University of Soran

Abstract

The city of Erbil, one of the major cities in the Jazira region, reached the height
of its prosperity during the Abbasid era. It later emerged as one of the important
cultural centers of Islamic civilization, rivaling cities such as Baghdad,
Damascus, and Cairo during the rule of al-Malik al-Mu‘azzam Muzaffar al-Din
Kokbori (549-630 AH / 1153-1232 CE), the ruler of Erbil. His strong support
for knowledge and scholars contributed greatly to the city’s intellectual
development and enabled it to play a significant role in Islamic civilization.

Erbil produced distinguished scholars across various fields of knowledge,
including both transmitted sciences such as religious studies, linguistics, history,
and geography, and rational sciences such as philosophy, logic, mathematics,
astronomy, and medicine. Among its most prominent figures were lbn al-
Mustawfi, a scholar and vizier of Muzaffar al-Din Kékbdri, and Ibn Khallikan,
the author of Wafayat al-4 ‘yan, one of the most famous biographical dictionaries
in Islamic intellectual history. Their contributions were not limited to
scholarship, as Erbil scholars also played influential roles in the administrative
center of the Abbasid Caliphate in Baghdad. For example, Baha al-Din al-Erbili
served as a writer in the Abbasid chancery. On the political and military level,
Muzaffar al-Din Kokbori himself stands out as a ruler, military leader, and

scholar of Hadith.

Keywords: Erbil, Kokbori, civilization, transmitted sciences, rational sciences.
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