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The Role of the Jews in the Fall of Egypt under Achaemenid
Control in 525 BCE *

Lecturer Dr. Salama Abdulreda Hussein
Center for Basra and Arabian Gulf Studies, University of Basra

Abstract

This study examines the role of the Jewish community in Elephantine in
assisting the Achaemenid Persians in establishing control over Egypt. The
presence of this community dates back to the early fifth century BCE, when
they settled in Elephantine after fleeing the Assyrians. The Egyptian pharaohs
allowed them to reside on the island and employed them in protecting the
southern borders of Egypt. Later, the Achaemenids also relied on them in
suppressing national revolts in Egypt, where they participated in crushing
uprisings, killing rebels, and pursuing them in obedience to their rulers’ orders.
These actions led to strong resentment among the Egyptian population, which
ultimately contributed to hostility against the community and resulted in the
destruction of their temple in Elephantine.

Keywords: Egypt, Egyptian pharaohs, Jewish community,
Elephantine Island, Achaemenid Persians, national revolts.
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