2026 N 21 a2l W\j @W?\j Tkg\wd?\ CJ?‘.«U E.,E\,J\ w‘ ,—‘\
No.21 May 2026 Iraqgi Journal of Humanitarian, Social and Scientific Research (\&
g Print ISSN 2710-0952 Electronic ISSN 2790-1254

£ 9 (B Al sl 4y ) ghal yua¥) B (5843 81310228-197) i sa) £ pma (e ALY As yal)
Aallat 3 il U, gy cililis
o adla (pauloa
el A 55 4y e
Jasm7933@gmail.com
aLadall

caSall ¢ sy sailiall ol aiW) a day oy Skl ena Gl @Y1 oy LS W ling a0l
Ol a il 58 OO AT gl Cala i) 84 inall ol il 315 ae o eI aliall
LS 1 s Uia jla T aie agiday (O salaall) ol 5 JLLYI Iaa by Leay )l
e ) yall 5 el a5l s e e il @Y o o ial 33) iy Hl) S
o ) Gl dadll d o pall €3 dan 5 LaS) Al ull aga sl e b et ) Ay Sl
B )y a Lgia s cdlalal) Ayl e S0 i W) oale Ay Sl 2313 gl) iy
A8 ) J sl (e ) 51LS (S (5 S 3 pkal) Laald Ak jll A ) shal juel1 A g8 aaail
ey L Ll 5 L) il Lgd )y (3 labsall (0 L gt g 4l e agh sl i 5l
Cadge oty A5 sl Ay wikll o a5 culalall e o il g5 W) 5 A€l o 0 J S
Alan (e 385 Al s ) say G (padanall 5 LYY ) sa o Losbis Ui 53 &) 5l
e a5 Lakalad yglal Jlaall 85 il V) dasa s Gl 5l Gy il siall 5 il 5 ol
Bagse plaas e pdilie 4l JS B Gl gl adss Bla e il 830 50 5al) il
Gl DU el S8 () 50 age saad 2l g L @) —adaae A Can g il 8O A daa
el Lagh i, 5l dl 55 IMA e LY G pa Al o gl 13 e Laia ) 5 Ay
A e i S LS o i ) g ) 8 A A Ul cpal g Al ey Jaal
3SIA Y A la g A laall il Y el 8 A e Sl Gl a b el F sl il

Aski sl 4y ) shal Haadl dpa, )l

Akl 4 ) shal ua¥)- 3l Uis 53l Y1 £ e :dpalitall i)

The Second Phase of the Iconoclasm Conflict (197-228 AH/813-843 AD) in
the Byzantine Empire in Light of the Writings of John Skylitzes : An
Analytical Study
Lect. Dr Yasmeen Hshim Jabber
Muthanna Education Directorate
Email : jasm7933@gmail.com

Abstract

John Skylitzes presented the iconoclastic movement within a framework
linking doctrinal deviation, misrule, and divine punishment, highlighting
the weakness of the state during critical periods in its history. Within
this framework, the Arabs (Muslims) emerged as a recurring external
element in Skelletis's historical writings. Iconoclasm coincided with
Islamic expansion and ongoing military conflicts on the borders of the
Byzantine Empire. Moreover, the mention of the Arabs in Byzantine
discourse was linked to the interpretation of military defeats as a result
of internal religious crises, including the destruction of icons.
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Iconoclasm was not merely a religious conflict over images and statues,
but a comprehensive struggle to redefine the identity of the Byzantine
Empire. It was led by military emperors, some of Eastern origin, who
sought to assert their control over the Church and purge it of practices
they deemed pagan. At the same time, the Church, monasteries, and the
people defended their inherited ecclesiastical customs and traditions.
The historian John Skylitzes did not adopt a neutral stance; Skylitzes
portrayed the iconoclast emperors negatively, emphasizing their
repressive policies, including the exile and punishment of monks and
icon worshippers. Conversely, he showed clear sympathy for
iconoclasts, relaying almost direct accounts from reverent sources to
condemn the iconoclasts and glorify their opponents, while also
acknowledging the underlying political and social factors. Therefore,
studying iconoclasm through Skylitzes's narrative offers a deeper
understanding of the interplay between politics, religion, and foreign
relations in Byzantine history. It also reveals how Byzantine historians
utilized external events to explain internal crises and shape the historical
memory of the Byzantine Empire.

Keywords (Byzantine Empire, John Skylitzes,lconoclasm
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