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Agricultural Vocabulary in the Dialect of Al-Qunfudhah
Governorate and Its Relationship to Classical Arabic ¢

Dr. Mohammed bin Mar¢i bin Mohammed Al-Hazmi
Department of Arabic Language, University College of Al-Qunfudhah,
Umm Al-Qura University

Abstract

This study examines agricultural vocabulary used in the dialect of Al-Qunfudhah
Governorate and explores its relationship to Classical Arabic. The research aims to identify
agricultural terms commonly used in the local dialect, investigate their connection with their
counterparts in Classical Arabic, and determine the extent to which these terms have been
influenced by neighboring dialects and, in turn, influenced them. The study is organized into
an introduction, a preliminary section, and three main chapters. The first chapter discusses
terms related to types of agricultural land, the second examines vocabulary associated with
land cultivation and plowing, and the third focuses on harvest-related terminology and its
associated practices.

The findings reveal that most agricultural expressions in the dialect of Al-Qunfudhah
correspond closely to Classical Arabic. This correspondence appears in several forms:
similarity in both pronunciation and meaning; similarity in general semantic reference with
differences in local specialization; and consistency with broader linguistic meanings found in
Classical Arabic. The study also shows that several expressions conform to standard Arabic
morphological patterns, particularly those related to instrument nouns and active participles.
In addition, the dialect contains certain agricultural terms unique to the region itself.

The research further demonstrates that the dialect has been influenced by some agricultural
vocabulary found in Yemeni dialects due to geographical proximity. Moreover, some terms
used in the dialect are classified in Arabic dictionaries as borrowed or Arabized expressions.
The study also notes phonological differences in the pronunciation of certain agricultural
terms when compared with their Classical Arabic forms, some of which have been regarded
by linguists as colloquial usage.

Keywords: agricultural vocabulary, dialect, Al-Qunfudhah Governorate,
relationship to Classical Arabic.
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