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Abstract

The social relationship between historians and the ruling elite during the
Circassian Mamluk era (784-923 AH / 1382-1517 CE) represented one
of the most complex and influential dynamics, significantly shaping the
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historiographical discourse of the period. It can be argued that historians
were deeply integrated into the state apparatus; the majority were not
merely authors but held high-ranking administrative and judicial offices.
For instance, Al-Maqrizi occupied the post of Hisba (supervision of
public affairs and markets), while Ibn Hajar al-Asqgalani served as the
Qadi al-Qudat (Chief Justice). This elevated social standing embedded
historians within the ruling elite, facilitating daily interaction with sultans
and emirs. On the other hand, a distinct group of historians emerged from
the Awlad al-Nas class (the progeny of Mamluk emirs), who were linked
to the authorities by ties of blood and lineage. A defining characteristic of
the Circassian period was the prominence of historians from this caste,
most notably lbn Taghribirdi, the son of a high-ranking grand emir.
Raised within the sultanic palaces, these historians maintained profound
social ties with the ruling families, enabling them to record history from
an 'insider perspective' with intimate knowledge of covert political
intrigues and power struggles. Furthermore, these social relationships
were founded upon a system of patronage and mutual interest. Sultans
required historians to provide political legitimacy and to immortalize
their prestige. In return, historians relied on sultanic patronage for their
livelihood and the preservation of their scholarly and social status.
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List of Narrators:
List of Narrators in Arabic:
Ibn al-Athir: Majd al-Din Abu al-Sa'adat al-Mubarak ibn Muhammad ibn
Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Abd al-Karim al-Shaybani al-Jazari Ibn
al-Athir (d. 606 AH(
1- Al-Nihayah fi Gharib al-Hadith wa al-Athar, edited by: Tahir
Ahmad al-Zawi - Mahmud Muhammad al-Tanahi, Al-Maktabah al-
IImiyyah, (Beirut: 1979 CE), vol. 2.

Ibn Taghri Bardi: Yusuf ibn Taghri Bardi ibn Abd Allah al-Zahiri al-
Hanafi, Abu al-Mahasin, Jamal al-Din (d. 874 AH(
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2- Hawadith al-Duhur fi Mada al-Ayyam wa al-Shuhur, edited by:

Muhammad Kamal al-Din lzz al-Din, Alam al-Kutub, (Beirut:
1990.(

3- Al-Manhal Al-Safi Wal-Mustawfi Ba'd Al-Wafi, edited by

Muhammad Muhammad Amin, introduction by Saeed Abdel
Fattah Ashour, Egyptian General Book Organization, vol. 6.

4- Al-Nujum al-Zahira fi Muluk Misr wa al-Qahira (The Shining

Stars in the Kings of Egypt and Cairo), Ministry of Culture and
National Guidance, Dar al-Kutub (Egypt: n.d.), vol. 11, p. 291.

Ibn Hajar al-Asgalani: Abu al-Fadl Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Muhammad ibn
Ahmad ibn Hajar al-Asgalani (d. 852 AH(
5- Inba' al-Ghamr bi-Abna' al-'Umr (The News of the Overwhelming

People about the Sons of the Age), edited by Hassan Habashi,
Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs - Committee for the Revival
of Islamic Heritage (Egypt: 1969 CE), vol. 2, p. 216.

6- Al-lsabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah (The Correct View in

Distinguishing the Companions), edited by Adel Ahmad Abd al-
Mawjud and Ali Muhammad Muawwad, Dar al-Kutub al-'llmiyyah
(Beirut: 1415 AH), vol. 1, p. 100.

Ibn Khatib al-Nasiri: Ala' al-Din Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Muhammad ibn
Sa'd al-Ta'i al-Jabrini (d. 843 AH(

7- Al-Durr al-Muntakhab fi Takmilat Tarikh Halab (The Selected

Pearl in the Completion of the History of Aleppo), edited by
Ahmad Fawzi Al-Hayb, Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain Cultural
Foundation, (Kuwait: 2018), Vol. 1, p. 336;

Ibn Faris, Ahmad ibn Faris ibn Zakariya al-Qazwini al-Razi, Abu
al-Husayn (d. 395 AH(

8- Mu'jam Magayis al-Lughah, edited by Abd al-Salam Muhammad

Harun, Dar al-Fikr (n.p.: 1979), Vol. 4, pp. 126, 17-128.

Ibn Manzur, Muhammad ibn Mukarram ibn Ali, Abu al-Fadl, Jamal al-
Din Ibn Manzur al-Ansari al-Ruwayfi'i al-Ifrigi (d. 711 AH(
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9- Lisan al-Arab, Dar Sader, Third Edition, (Beirut: 1414 AH), Vol.
9. Abu al-Baga: Ayyub ibn Musa al-Husayni al-Quraymi al-Kafawi
(d. 1094 AH(

10- Al-Kulliyat: A Dictionary of Terms and Linguistic
Differences, edited by Adnan Darwish and Muhammad al-Masri,
Al-Risalah Foundation, (Beirut: n.d.), p. 653.

Al-Jawhari: Abu Nasr Ismail ibn Hammad al-Jawhari al-Farabi (d. 393
AH(
11- Al-Sihah: The Crown of Language and the Correct Arabic,
edited by Ahmad Abd al-Ghafur Attar, Dar al-1im lil-Malayin, 4th
edition, (Beirut: 1987), vol. 4.

Al-Zubaydi: Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Abd al-Razzaq al-Husayni,
Abu al-Fayd, nicknamed Murtada, al-Zubaydi (d. 1205 AH(

12- Taj al-Arus, vol. 23, p. 401; Al-Sahib ibn Abbad, Al-Muhit
fi al-Lughah (The Comprehensive Dictionary of the Arabic
Language), edited by Muhammad Hassan Al Yasin, Alam al-Kitab
(Beirut: 1994), vol. 1, pp. 176-178.

Al-Sakhawi: Shams al-Din Abu al-Khair Muhammad ibn Abd al-Rahman
ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr ibn Uthman ibn Muhammad al-Sakhawi (d.
902 AH(

13- Al-Tibr al-Masbuk fi Dhayl al-Suluk (The Cast Gold in the
Appendix to the Path), reviewed by Saeed Abd al-Fattah Ashour,
edited by Najwa Mustafa and Labiba Ibrahim, Dar al-Kutub wa al-
Watha’iq al-Qawmiyya (Cairo: 2002).

14- Al-Daw' al-Lami' li-Ahl al-Qarn al-Tasi', Dar Maktabat al-
Hayat Publications, (Beirut: n.d.), vol. 3.

Al-Farahidi: Abu Abd al-Rahman al-Khalil ibn Ahmad ibn Amr ibn
Tamim al-Farahidi al-Basri (d. 170 AH,(

15- Al-'Ayn, edited by: Mahdi al-Makhzumi, Ibrahim al-
Samarrai, Dar wa Maktabat al-Hilal, (n.p.: n.d.), vol. 1, p. 162.
16- Al-Fayyumi: Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ali al-Fayyumi al-

Hamawi, Abu al-Abbas (d. c. 770 AH(
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A 17- Al-Misbah al-Munir fi Gharib al-Sharh al-Kabir, Al-
gé Maktabah al-'llmiyyah, (Beirut: n.d.), vol. 2, p. 425.
18- Al-Qalgashandi: Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Ahmad al-Fazari al-
é@ Qalgashandi al-Qahiri (d. 821 AH(
”(%Q“ 19- Subh al-A'sha fi Sina'at al-Insha’, edited by: Muhammad
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