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Preference through Analogy in Phonological Issues among
Grammarians and Morphologists: An Analytical Study

Assistant Lecturer Akkab Sakar Abdullah
Prof.Dr. Muhammad Abid Kadhem
Department of Arabic Language, College of Arts, University of Basra

Abstract

This study examines the issue of preference through stronger analogy in
phonological matters as discussed by Arabic grammarians and morphologists. It
investigates selected examples from the phonological level with the aim of
identifying the most preferable analogical forms and revealing the underlying
principles upon which such preferences were established. The research adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach by tracing and carefully examining the opinions
of scholars on the selected issues, comparing and analyzing them in order to
uncover the foundations and dimensions of analogical preference.

The study demonstrates that preference based on stronger analogy appears in a
variety of phonological phenomena, most notably assimilation, substitution, the
facilitation of the hamza, and pausal forms. The justifications for these
preferences are generally connected to preserving linguistic principles and
maintaining the original form. The research also seeks to explore the role of
analogy in shaping morphological judgments and to clarify the criteria
employed by grammarians and morphologists in establishing preference among
competing linguistic forms.

Keywords: preference, analogy, preference through stronger analogy,
assimilation, substitution, facilitation of the hamza, pause, articulation of

the letter dad, phonological level, Qur’anic readings. *
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