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Abstract

This research presents a comparative analysis of the elements and components of magic realism in two landmark
works of Middle Eastern fiction: the novel The Seventh Day of Creation by Abdul Khaliq al-Rikabi of Iraq and
the novel Prince Ehtejab by Houshang Golshiri of Iran. The primary objective of this study is to elucidate how
magic and supernatural elements are utilized to represent identity crises, critique autocratic history, and
reconstruct collective memory across two different cultural contexts. Adopting a comparative and descriptive-
analytical approach, this study examines concepts such as "magic metafiction," "circular time," "biological
memory," and the "animism of objects" as instruments for transcending traditional realism.

The findings suggest that Al-Rikabi employs an illuminationist (Ishraqi) approach, using magic to forge a
spiritual link between contemporary humanity and the mythical roots of Mesopotamia, thereby constructing a
resilient identity against destruction. Conversely, Golshiri utilizes elements of the grotesque and black magic to
underscore the inevitable decay of hereditary power and the burdensome curse of history on the shoulders of
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descendants. This functional divergence illustrates the multifaceted capacities of magic realism in reflecting
unique historical experiences in the East.

Keywords: Magic Realism, Comparative Literature, Metafiction, The Seventh Day of Creation, Prince Ehtejab.
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