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Features of Meta-Narration
in the Book "Al-Mustatraf min Kull Fann Mustazraf"
Asst. Prof. Dr. Bashaer Amir Abdul-Sada

University of Babylon\ College of Education for Human Sciences\ Iraq
alftlawybshayr@gmail.com

Abstract

This research seeks to uncover the features of metanarrative in Shihab al-Din al-
Abshihi's *Al-Mustatraf min Kull Fann Mustazraf*, drawing on its encyclopedic value
and the author's critical awareness, evident in the organization of its chapters and his
analytical commentaries, which transcend traditional narrative. Metanarrative is
considered a narrative technique that reveals the mechanisms of the story and
deconstructs its structure, whether through the narrator's intervention or through
narrative embedding.

The study's significance lies in highlighting an early narrative practice in the Arab
tradition, demonstrating a remarkable experimental awareness of storytelling tools. 0\
The research is divided into two parts: a theoretical section, presenting the concept of /\
metanarrative; and an applied section, examining its manifestations in al-Abshihi's &
intervention, his use of narrative embedding, and his awareness of the story's structure |
and nature. \/
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