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ABSTRECT:

The theory of the divine right of the caliphate was founded on complex religious
and political foundations, given the status of the caliphate in Islamic law, its connection
to historical events, its place in Islamic political thought, its symbolic significance for
the Muslim community, and its unique characteristics that distinguish it from other
systems of governance. It is understood as a general leadership of the comprehensive
Islamic government that serves the interests of both religion and worldly life.
Throughout successive Islamic eras, the caliphate was the subject of numerous and
extensive debates, as it was considered the primary and greatest issue around which
political and doctrinal discourse revolved among jurists and theologians. It became the
most significant point of disagreement in Islam, reflecting its profound importance to
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the Muslim community as a fundamental religious-political system upon which Islamic
states were built and relied upon for their legitimacy—particularly the Umayyad and
Abbasid dynasties, which consistently used it as a religious foundation and a doctrinal
symbol to legitimize their rule and consolidate their authority. Therefore, this topic
carries great significance in elucidating the evolution of the idea of the divine right of
the caliphate and how this idea grew to become an unassailable bulwark justifying the
weakening influence of the caliphate system and the erosion of the caliphs’ authority.
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