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The Islamic and International Stance on the Soviet Occupation of Afghanistan
1980-1983 A Historical Study in the Egyptian Newspaper Al-Ahram

Dr. Farah Al-Islam Ali Hussein Al-Himyari
University of Babylon / College of Education for Human Sciences\ Iraq
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Abstract

The Soviet military intervention in Afghanistan in late 1979 marked a pivotal
moment in the Cold War, as it plunged the region into a complex regional and
international conflict. During the years 1980-1983, Afghanistan became an arena for
the intersection of strategic interests between the Eastern and Western blocs, in light
of the imbalance of power between them. The intervention sparked widespread
condemnation in the Islamic world, and was considered a violation of the sovereignty
of an independent state. Several Islamic countries and organizations adopted political
and diplomatic positions supporting the Afghan cause, in addition to providing
humanitarian aid. As for the international powers, they viewed the event from the
perspective of geopolitical conflict, as a central link in the competition for influence
between the two superpowers.
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(62) Memorandum for the President Gemmy Carter from Zbigniew Brzezinski Reflections on

Soviet Intervention in Afghanistan, Washington D. C., in 26/December/1979, Cited in: TIHWA,
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