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The interplay of meanings among grammarians and exegetes in interpreting the
Qur'anic text: the subject, predicate, and objects are examples
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Abstract

Early linguists, in explaining the meanings of sentences and structures within
texts, relied on language in its multiple levels, especially the grammatical level. They
recognized its importance in understanding the Book of God, Glorified and Exalted,
for parsing (i‘rab), in their view, is nothing but a means to comprehend meanings.
Understanding meaning in the Noble Qur’an greatly occupied scholars; thus, they
composed many books for this purpose. They did not limit themselves to its parsing
and explaining its meanings, but also delved into aspects of its miraculous nature. This
reflects the extent of care Islamic scholars devoted to their great Book and their pride
in it. They interpreted it through explanation and parsing, and naturally, parsing was a
principal tool among exegetes, relied upon in clarifying meaning. Parsing elucidates
interpretation; accordingly, interpretation, from this perspective, proceeds from parsing
to determine meaning and grasp the significance of the text, because parsing
distinguishes meanings and reveals the intentions of speakers. At the same time, there
can be no parsing of the Qur’anic text without prior understanding of meaning, since
parsing is a branch of that understanding.

Keywords: Semantics, Grammarians, Interpreters, Quranic, subject predicate.
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