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Abstract

This study examines the architecture attributed to the jinn in the Islamic-Arabic
heritage as a cognitive and narrative structure, drawing on diverse sources
ranging from the Prophetic miracle and its religious interpretations to popular
imagination and historical memory. It takes the Prophet Solomon (peace be upon
him) as a central pillar, since he represents the most prominent textual model
around which narratives of the jinn’s subjection to supernatural feats—such as
extraordinary construction and building—revolve, as recorded in the Qur’an,
exegetical works, and historical accounts. The study aims to clarify how Qur’anic
references to the jinn’s labors for Solomon evolved from a specific miraculous
sign tied to the age of prophecy into a broader heritage paradigm that ascribed
the construction of monumental edifices in Yemen, Syria, Palmyra, Jerusalem,
and elsewhere to the jinn.

The research adopts a critical historical-analytical method, comparing the
Qur’anic texts and their exegetical elaborations with historical, geographical,
and literary narratives, while also drawing on modern archaeological and critical
studies. It concludes that the attribution of remarkable buildings to the jinn was
not merely an interpretive or historical account, but rather reflected the function
of cultural exegesis in bridging the technological-epistemic gap of earlier eras, on
one hand, and in elevating the status of such monuments by endowing them with
a sacred and mythic dimension, on the other.
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