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Abstract

This study examines religious minorities in the Islamic world, focusing
specifically on the Yazidis as a case study, in light of classical Islamic historical
sources and Orientalist studies. The research aims to critically revisit original Islamic
sources to clarify their perspective on religious minorities, understand the nature of
social and political relations between the Muslim majority and minority
communities, and assess the accuracy of information provided by Orientalists
.regarding the Yazidis

The study employs a historical-analytical methodology, based on classical sources
such as al-Tabari, Ibn al-Athir, al-Maqdisi, and Ahmad ibn Khalkan, alongside
jurisprudential works addressing the status of non-Muslims, and compares these
sources with recognized Orientalist studies. A critical approach is applied to
determine what is historically reliable and what may be influenced by biases or
stereotypical impressions, thereby providing an accurate understanding of the
.Yazidis’ position within the Islamic milieu

The findings indicate that classical Islamic sources provide significant references
to the Yazidis, even if not in detail, and reveal that the relationship between the
Muslim majority and the Yazidi minority varied across time and place, ranging from
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partial coexistence and legal protection to periods of tension or conflict. The study
also shows that while Orientalist studies have contributed to highlighting the Yazidis,
they sometimes include stereotypical or partial portrayals that require correction
.through careful analysis of the original Islamic sources
The research concludes that the Yazidis were able to preserve their religious and
social identity despite various challenges, and that Islamic sources offer a solid
foundation for reconstructing their history and correcting certain misconceptions
found in Orientalist accounts. The study recommends relying on original sources,
analyzing social and political relations within the historical Islamic framework, and
utilizing comparisons between Islamic sources and Orientalist studies to achieve a
balanced and objective understanding.
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