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Collective and Individual Pride
in the Poetry of the Early
Islamic Period: Hassan ibn
Thabit, 'Abdullah ibn Rawaha,
and Ka'b ibn Malik al-Ansari
(Paternal Lineage as a Model)

ABSTRACT

Poets of the early Islamic period adopted the notion of
paternal lineage as a principal motif in constructing some of
their poetic texts, in a manner consistent with their primary
poetic purposes. Their expressions of pride were thus imbued
with images, visions, and ideas that reflected the values they
embraced, in harmony with the nature of the Arab mentality,
whether in its pre-Islamic polytheistic context or in its later
Islamic faith.This study aims at tracing both collective and
individual pride in the poetry of that period through the lens
of paternal lineage, highlighting its association with the
figure of the father as a symbolic reference on the one hand,
and examining the renewed connotations of this symbol
within the poetic context on the other. The research is guided
by several key questions: How did poets perceive the
community or family to which they belonged? What role did
lineage and tribal affiliation play in their poetry? And did
their view of lineage undergo any transformation as they
defended the Islamic message in their poems and poetic
fragments?To address these questions, the study employs the
inductive method, one of the recognized approaches in
scientific research, through which the researcher derives
general principles that facilitate arriving at meanings close to
the intended significance.
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