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Abstract

This study examines Sultan Selim III’s efforts to modernize the Ottoman navy in the late 18th century, as part
of the comprehensive reform project known as the “New Order” (Nizam-1 Cedid). This period witnessed a
series of technical, educational, and administrative reforms aimed at rebuilding a modern naval force capable
of keeping pace with the rapidly advancing European military maritime developments. Naval schools were
established, warships were upgraded, and the ranks of officers and sailors were reorganized, incorporating
modern European technology.Despite these ambitious goals, the Sultan faced strong resistance from the
Janissaries and traditional elites, alongside financial crises and international pressures that hindered the full
implementation of the reforms. Nevertheless, these efforts represented a significant starting point for later naval
advancement, particularly influencing the reforms under Sultan Mahmud I1.The study concludes that the
modernization of the fleet was not merely a technical renewal, but rather an expression of a broader political
and social renaissance project—one that was ultimately obstructed by complex internal and external

challenges.
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