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Poetic Concentration in the Rebellious (Sa‘alik) Verses
L.D. Inas Attwan Suleiman
College of Arts / Department of Arabic Language / University of Mosul
enas.a.a@uomosul.edu.iq

Abstract

The technique of poetic concentration is described as the most important
mechanism in shaping a poem. The more linguistically and imagistically
concentrated a poem is, without flaw, the more positively this is reflected in its
poetic quality. Concentration here means the discipline of poetic language
within a very limited space loaded with poetic signs and values, enabling it to
convey countless meanings and implications through symbolic and semiotic
expression.In most of its forms, the poetry of the brigands (su ‘/izk poets) takes
the shape of short poetic fragments, which require a greater degree of
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concentration than long poems. These fragments often represent the poet’s
vision of the world and of things in relation to the su ‘lik cause. Such poetry
adopts an objective poetic approach that moves directly toward the poetic
subject without introductions or preliminaries. It is poetry that expresses a
distinctive poetic vision with specific functions. Therefore, according to this
poetic method, it strives to achieve the utmost concentration necessary to
convey the intended meaning.Poetic concentration among the su 7k poets is
based on the concentration of language, imagery, and rhythm in a manner that
corresponds to and reflects the nature of su 7izk poetry and embodies the essence
of the life lived by the brigand poet. The poet deals with language, image, and
rhythm in a highly distinctive way, defined by capturing a special expressive
moment that reflects the nature of the poetic statement. This transforms the life
of the sulik into a poetic model oriented toward concise expression and
concentrated speech.The poetic fragments composed by the su ik poets possess
a poetic identity unlike that of any other fragments in Arabic poetry. Through
them, the poet seeks to express his personal suffering and therefore has no need
for excessive words, since verbosity here is considered a kind of poetic luxury
that has no place in this kind of poetry. These fragments often depict a particular
situation experienced by the poet, who attempts to immortalize that moment
poetically with the highest degree of concentration and eloguence.Poetic
concentration in these fragments does not tolerate any additional poetic elements
of a descriptive, narrative, or dramatic nature. Rather, the poems seek only to
portray the poetic state in a fleeting moment in which language reaches its
highest degree of economy. Each poetic fragment of the su ‘/izk poets possesses a
unigue and complete poetic character—Ilinguistically, imagistically, and
rhythmically. Each contains a poetic narrative representing an important part of
the poet’s life story, and together they may form a poetic autobiographical
image of the su lik poet.Poctic focus, Sa‘alik poetry, poetic fragments, pre-
Islamic poetry.

Keywords: Poetic Concentration, Sa‘alik, Verses, Pre-Islamic (Jahili) Era
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