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The Methodology and Resources of ibn Abi al-Dunya (d. 281 AH)

in His Book, The Murder of the Commander of the Faithful, Ali ibn Abi
Talib (peace be upon him)

Dr. Ahmed Abdullah Hamid Arabi
Ministry of Education / General Directorate of Education, Third Rusafa

Abstract

his study aims to analyze and describe the methodology and sources of

Ibn Abi al-Dunya (d. 281 AH) in his book “The Martyrdom of the
Commander of the Faithful, Ali ibn Abi Talib — peace be upon him”,
and to highlight its historical significance. The research begins by shedding
light on the author’s biography to demonstrate his scholarly stature, intel-
lectual breadth, and skill in authorship. It then examines the structure and
methodology of the book, as well as its sources, by analyzing the accuracy
of the narrations, the organization of chapters and their titles, and by track-
ing the content to assess the author’s approach to presenting material and
selecting narrations relevant to each chapter’s theme. The study also ex-
plores the method of selecting texts, their authenticity, the manner of pre-
sentation, and offers possible explanations for the repetition or placement
of certain reports. A distinction is made between written and oral sources,
including those transmitted directly from his teachers. The significance of
the book is evident in its adoption by major Islamic historians, both early
and later scholars, with several quotations cited throughout the study as
evidence of its influence. The research is structured into an introduction,
followed by three main sections: the first on the author’s biography, the
second on his methodology in the book, and the third on his sources. It
concludes with a final summary and a list of references. We hope this study
has successfully presented the essence of the book, highlighted its rich
scholarly content and reflected the significance of the event it documents.

Keywords: Ali — He informed us — He told me — It was said.
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