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The research comprised five main sections. The first section discussed the definition of the Cossacks,
who were peasants and city dwellers who fled increasing taxes, and sometimes minor Ukrainian nobles.
The second section followed the Cossack control of Ottoman Azov during the period 1637-1642. They
controlled it on their own initiative, and the Tsarist government initially did not cooperate with them, but
later dealt with them according to its own interests. Ultimately, in 1642, circumstances and the Russian
government forced them to relinquish Azov. The third section dealt with the study of Cossack military
movements and their impact on the Russian position (1648-1667). The most prominent outcome of this
section was the emergence of the Cossack leader Bohdan Khmelnytsky, who seized Polish lands and
entered the capital, Kyiv, in 1648. This opened the way for Russia and Sweden to seize more Polish
lands, leading up to the Armistice of Andrusovo in 1667. The fourth section focused on the role of Stepan
Razin led the Cossacks against Russia (1667-1670), ultimately capturing Astrakhan in 1670. The final
phase of the Cossack uprising focused on suppressing the rebellion by the Russian government,
culminating in the end of Stepan Razin's reign (1670-1671).
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