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Abstract

This study investigates the policy of eradication pursued by the Abbasid authority
toward the Imams of Ahl Al-Bayt (AS). This policy began with Imam Al-Sadiq and
the other Imams till reaching the Twelfth Imam, Al-Mahdi (AS). This policy was
grounded on imprisonment, threats of exile, and assassination. It intensified as the

1010



{ 2026 s — Ja¥) £ jad) — AU sl — G gm ¥ Qualdd) alaall — alyl) u;}

anticipated time of the Twelfth Imam’s birth approached. Consequently, the last three
Imams established a covert organizational structure employing precise mechanisms
and multiple instruments in order to evade state surveillance. The authority increased
restrictions. This structure enabled the Imams to maintain communication with their
followers across various cities and regions. The aim was to prepare the Shia
community for a new phase in which the Imam would not always be publicly present
among the people. In his place, appointed deputies and agents assumed responsibility
for managing the affairs of the faithful under his guidance (AS).
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