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Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of semantic slippage in the poetry of Abu al-Tayyib
al-Mutanabbi from a hermeneutic perspective. It focuses on the relationship between meaning and
poetic context, proceeding from the hypothesis that such slippage does not necessarily represent a
structural flaw; rather, it emerges in poetry as a result of various stylistic and contextual factors. The
study explores these factors within three focused sections.
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The first addresses semantic slippage resulting from the inappropriateness of context, analyzing
examples in which discourse overlaps between differing poetic modes—such as praise, love, and
reproach—Ieading to instability in meaning. The second examines slippage caused by a mismatch
between expression and meaning, highlighting instances where linguistic structure fails to
accommodate the imagined meaning, thus creating disparity between them. The third investigates
slippage arising from the use of illogical meanings, including phenomena such as exaggeration,
hyperbole, ambiguity, and complexity, as factors that push beyond the bounds of rational
comprehension.

The study concludes that identifying this phenomenon in al-Mutanabbi’s poetry does not diminish its
artistic value; rather, it reveals the nature of his poetic experience, characterized by intellectual depth
and semantic density. This, in turn, drives language to its utmost expressive capacities—sometimes
achieving creative brilliance, and at other times faltering—thus giving rise to what is termed semantic

slippage.
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