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Banii Qaynuqa“‘ Jews in al-Waqidi’s Kitab al-Maghazi
(d. 207 AH / 822 AD)
A Critical Study
Prof. Hussein Dakhil al-Bahadli, Ph.D.

Al-Iraqia University — College of Arts

Abstract

This study examines the narratives concerning the Jewish tribe of Bant
Qaynuga“ as presented in al-Waqidi’s Kitab al-Maghazi. The significance
of this study lies in its contribution as a historical documentation of this
Jewish community, which was regarded as one of the wealthiest and most
powerful groups in Medina. It also highlights that they were the first to
breach their covenants and renounce the obligations stipulated in the Con-
stitution of Medina and the Pact of Non-Aggression (Kitab al-Muwada“a).

On the one hand, the study underscores these aspects of historical representa-
tion; on the other hand, it demonstrates that al-Waqidi largely indicated
that the conflict involving this group did not arise following the incident
of the Arab woman in the market of Banti Qaynqa. Rather, it dates back to
a period close to the drafting of the Constitution of Medina or the Pact of
Non-Aggression. This is conveyed through an objective narrative account
that reflects the perspective of the Medinan school in the historiographi-
cal recording of the Prophet’s biography (sira) and military campaigns
(maghazi).

Keywords: al-Wagqidr; Kitab al-Muwada‘a; Banii Qaynuqa‘; Orientalists
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