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This study addresses the economic importance of foreign trade routes as one of the
most significant financial resources of the Seleucid state (312-64 BCE),The
Seleucids succeeded in transforming the territories under their control particularly
Syria and Mesopotamiainto a global of international trade,These routes were not
merely corridors for the transportation of goods,they were strategic instruments in
the struggle for economic and political influence,The Seleucid Empire faced fierce
competition from its southern neighbor, the Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt, over the
wealth of the East,Control of this commercial network therefore became a matter of
survival for the young state, To achieve this, the Seleucids adopted a twofold strategy:
first, to divert the trade of India and Central Asia away from routes controlled by
Egypt,and second to secure markets in the Greek world willing to receive these
precious commodities,Accordingly, they focused on securing and developing three
principal groups of routes. In the East, the routes were divided into three main
corridors, The most famous was the northern route later known as the Silk Road which
extended from China through Bactria and Merv to Seleucia on the Tigris in the heart
of Mesopotamia,it was long and arduous,The middle route combined maritime and
overland travel: ships crossed the Indian Ocean from the Bay of Bengal to the port of
Gerrha in the Arabian Gulf, after which goods were transported overland through the
Mesopotamian river valley, The southern route was entirely maritime the route of
spices and incense linking India with the ports of southern Arabia such as Aden, This
route was controlled by local Arab powers,including the Sabaeans,Hadramites,and
Nabataeans, which placed it beyond direct Seleucid control ,In the West, the
Seleucids developed a complex network of land and sea routes to export eastern
wealth to the Greek world. The routes of Asia Minor connected their principal ports
such as Antioch and Seleucia Pieria to inland cities like Sardis, and from there to
Aegean ports such as Ephesus. The island of Rhodes also played a vital role as a
commercial intermediary and re-export center between the Seleucid East and the
Greek West,Despite this vast economic structure,it remained fraught with
conflict,Ultimately,the study demonstrates that Seleucid economic success was
constrained by the geopolitics of the region, Nevertheless, they succeeded in making
Syria a global logistical hub, and under their rule major cities such as Antioch,
Apamea, and Seleucia on the Tigris flourished, becoming centers of taxation, culture,
and civilization.

Keywords: Silk Road - Political influence - Economic influence - Seleucid-Berrian
Empire - Royal Road.

936



