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Narratives of Violence and Ruin in the Novel Bat Festivals by Waheed
Ghanem
Asst. Lect. Muntadhar Majid Karim
University of Sumer — College of Medicine
MuntazerMajid@uos.edu.iq

Abstract:

This study examines Wahid Ghanem's novel "The Feasts of Bats" as a
narrative text reflecting a reality fraught with violence and devastation. It
focuses on analyzing how these themes manifest within the novel's
narrative structure, whether at the level of setting, characters, or language.
The research problem stems from questions about the mechanisms of
representing violence: is it merely a reflection of reality or a deliberate
artistic construct? It also explores the narrator's role in shaping a bleak
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worldview, where reality and imagination intertwine in depicting scenes of
destruction. The study's significance lies in its shedding light on a
contemporary text that reflects profound human transformations. It aims to
uncover the aesthetic and semantic dimensions of violence and devastation
in the novel. Furthermore, it seeks to analyze the relationship between
memory and place in producing this crisis-ridden discourse. The study
concludes that the novel presents violence as a comprehensive existential
condition, not limited to the event itself but extending to human
consciousness.

Keywords: Narratives, Violence, Devastation, Bat Feasts, Wahid Ghanem.
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