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Popular Memory in Anwar Abdul Aziz’s Short Story Collection Bird of
Water:An Eco-Cultural Approach
Asst. Prof. Dr. Sarwa Younis Ahmed
University of Mosul / College of Arts / Department of Arabic Languag
Abstract
Memory in Mosuli narrative storytelling has many varied representations that
stem from the writer’s ability to enrich his creative texts with comprehensive
knowledge encompassing experiences, cultures, philosophy, and society. This
forms a personal artistic experience carrying diverse knowledge and data
through a profound memory, without which the writer could not have created his
text. Its active role appears prominently in shaping the structure of the narrative,
as the writer summons it whenever he wishes, though it had long remained
latent. Thus, memory is presented as a system within his literary tableaux,
conveying numerous significations and symbols intended by the author. This is
particularly evident in Mosuli short fiction, as represented in the research
sample, Bird of Water, the short story collection by the Mosuli writer Anwar
Abdul Aziz. He writes with the spirit of a son of the city, adhering to and
evoking its rich heritage - historically, socially, and folklorically - which the
storyteller relies upon in his narration and continually returns to in order to
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enrich his writings. Through an eco-cultural retrospective approach that explores
the past, he presents the city in an organized manner through every corner of its
world, employing an overlap of temporalities that assumes a distinctive form
different from the present. Memory is one of the most important themes upon
which modern narrative fiction is built. It is no longer merely a recollection of
the past; rather, it has become a cultural instrument that affirms the identity of
society, expresses Mosuli identity through its deep-rooted heritage, documents
everyday life, and protects it from disappearance. This is evident in Iraqi
literature in general and Mosuli literature in particular. Memory has acquired
great significance because of the profound political, social, and cultural
transformations experienced by the lIragi environment. The stories of Anwar
Abdul Aziz emerge as a narrative model that employs memory as a repository
for the city, humanity, and popular history. In his texts, the memory of place
intertwines with the memory of characters to produce a cultural discourse that
reveals the identity of Mosul and its social transformations. This research
therefore aims to study memory in his stories through an eco-cultural approach
that focuses on the relationship between narrative, identity, society, and place.
Keywords: Memory — Narrative — Stories — Approach — Popular Heritage.
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