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Representations
ABSTRACT

Safa Sadiq Gaffar Al-khafaji

This study examines linguists' classifications of linguistic
patterns regarding acceptability and optimality—or rather,
between optimality and the "residue" of language. This
concept is termed "the residue versus optimality." The
residue refers to a temporary deviation that can be explained
through sub-rules and descriptive variants derived from the
original rule. Any rule must inevitably leave a residue, the
size of which depends on the rule's degree of generality.
While this residue may lack a specific performance
condition, it does not breach fundamental grammatical rules.
If it violates a sub-rule, it merely loses an optimality
condition. Such a violation may lead to classifying the
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