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Hattusa as the Capital of the Hittites and the Cradle of Anatolian
Civilization
A Study in Cultural Development
Naila Omer Shihab Al-Ahmed

University of Baghdad / Center Revival of Arab Science Heritage

Summary

his study examines the city of Hattusa as the capital of the Hittite Em-
Tpire and one of the most prominent political and religious centers in
the ancient Near East, emphasizing its geographical location and strategic
significance. It explores the origins of the Hittites and their settlement in
Anatolia, drawing on archaeological evidence that reveals the city’s ad-

vanced urban planning.

The study highlights Hattusa’s political development and regional relations,
particularly through commercial road networks, and analyzes its cultural
achievements—such as fortification walls, gates, and temples—as mate-
rial evidence of the administrative and religious organization of the Hit-
tite state. It concludes that Hattusa represented a comprehensive cultural
model that played a significant role in shaping the history of Anatolia dur-

ing the second millennium BCE.

Keywords: Hattusa, Hittites, Hittite Empire, Anatolia.
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