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Article information Abstract
Received : 18/11/2025  This study explores the term “al-Jabr al-surfiu” (grammatical
Revised 8/12/2026 compensation) as employed by linguists and grammarians
Accepted : 19/1/2026 from the second to the seventh century AH, through an
Published 1/6/2026 inductive examination of its terminology and contexts. The
Keywords: research investigates the origin of the term, its synonymous

compensation, grammatical — expressions, and how scholars used them within the specified
compensation, weakening,  historical period.

deficiency. Grammatical compensation is a linguistic phenomenon that
Correspondence: emerged within the Arabic tongue and was conceptualized
Zena Kamel by early linguists as a justification for words containing
Zeenakamil77 @gmail.com fewer than three letters, such as dam (blood) and yad (hand).

This was based on a morphological rule asserting that nouns
and verbs typically consist of three letters, as evidenced
through diminutive forms, duals, and plurals. Grammarians
identified numerous words and structures similar to yad and
dam, in which a letter was omitted and compensated for by
another letter, a vowel, or an extended sound. In some
instances, the compensation occurred even without a
deficiency in the word, for reasons of linguistic expansion or
stylistic variation.

Accordingly, this research traces how early grammarians
discussed the concept of compensation (al-jabr) and its
synonymous terms until its formulation by Ibn Malik. The
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study consists of an introduction, two main sections, and a
conclusion. Two types of al-jabr are distinguished:
compensatory jabr and non-compensatory jabr, each

illustrated with examples and detailed analysis
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