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The Struggle for Baghdad in Light of Rare Silver Coins
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Abstract

n 741 AH/ 1341 AD, Sheikh Hassan Buzurg (meaning the Great in Persian)
was able to gain independence from the Ilkhanid state that ruled Persia and
Iraq, and establish the Jalayirid Sultanate, whose control extended from
the Caspian Sea in the north to the Arabian Gulf in the south, and making
Baghdad the capital of his state.

The period in which Sheikh Hassan established the Jalayirid Sultanate wit-
nessed a group of political transformations in Persia and Iraq, and conflicts
between international powers to control Iraq, after the weakness of the
Ilkhanid state after the death of Abu Sa'id (716-736 AH / 1316-1336 AD),
the last powerful ruler of the Ilkhanid state in 736 AH / 1336 AD, and a
group of weak rulers assumed power in the city of Sultaniya, capital of the
Ilkhanid state which undoubtedly affected the political situation in Iraq in
general and in Baghdad in particular.

The era of Sheikh Uwais (757-776 AH / 1356-1375 AD), the son of Sheikh
Hassan Buzurg, who assumed power in Baghdad in 757 AH / 1356 AD, is
considered the era of consolidating the pillars of Jalayirid rule in Iraq and
Azerbaijan, where he ruled the state in light of an international conflict
between regional and international political powers such as the state. The
Chobanids in Azerbaijan (718-758 AH / 1318-1357 AD), the Khanate of
Sarai (Golden Horde) in the Crimea and south of the Volga River (712-
758 AH / 1313-1357 AD), and the Mamluk state in Egypt (648-922 AH /
1250-1516 AD). Sheikh Uwais was able to protect Baghdad from the plans
of those powers to control it, and he eliminated the revolutions that those
powers supported to destabilize the entity of the state.

In this research, the researcher deals with a collection of silver coins that
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were minted in the name of the city of Baghdad in 758 AH / 1357 AD
and 767 AH / 1366 AD, including four coins bearing the name of Sultan
Jani Beg Khan, ruler of the Khanate of Sarai (742-758 AH / 1342-1357
AD), and one coin minted during The events of Khwaja Marjan revolution
in Baghdad in 767 AH/1363 AD, and it is published in the international
auctions specializing in the sale of Islamic coins, and the Oriental Coins
Database. These coins reflected the ambitions of international powers to
control Baghdad and threaten the entity of the Jalayirid Sultanate, and re-
vealed Baghdad’s position in the political, military, and economic strategy
of those political powers.
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