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Abstract

The present study aimed to identify the level of future thinking among orphaned
sixth-grade preparatory students in Karbala Governorate, and to reveal statistically
significant differences according to the variables of gender and academic
specialization.

The researcher adopted the descriptive correlational-comparative method. The study
population consisted of all orphaned sixth-grade preparatory students officially
registered in public day schools in the center of Karbala Governorate for the academic
year 2025-2026, totaling 214 students. The research sample comprised 100 orphaned
students, selected through stratified random sampling at a rate of 46.7%, equally
distributed by gender and academic specialization.

The researcher adopted the Future Thinking Scale developed by Al-Jubouri, Duniya
Mohammed (2020), consisting of 35 items across five domains. The scale was
administered electronically after obtaining official approval from the Training and
Preparation Center of the Karbala Education Directorate. Cronbach’s alpha reliability
coefficient reached 0.92 for the total score.

Results showed that the overall level of future thinking was above average
(M=111.88). Planning skill ranked first (M=24.12), while future prediction skill
ranked last and below the hypothetical mean (M=20.05). Significant differences were
found at the 0.01 level in favor of females and scientific specialization students across
the total score and all domains.

In light of these findings, the researcher recommended including guidance programs
focusing on developing future thinking skills, particularly positive future prediction,
among orphaned students.

Keywords: Future Thinking, Orphaned Students, Sixth-Grade Preparatory, Karbala
Governorate.
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