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Abstract :-

The transformations that have occurred in Turkish foreign policy since 2002, with a particular focus
onits shift from reliance on soft power to the adoption of a smart power approach, and the implications
of this shift in the Syrian arena during the period (2002—2025), have not been a temporary tactical
choice, but rather a structural response to the regional changes imposed by the Syrian crisis since 2011
and the direct threats it has generated to Turkish national security. This reflects the evolution of the
concept of power in international relations, culminating in the notion of smart power as an integrative
blend of coercive instruments and attraction. Moreover, Tiirkiye, especially after 2016, has succeeded
in building multidimensional influence in northern Syria, combining military presence, local
governance, humanitarian engagement, and economic involvement, thereby strengthening its
regional position. However, this model has faced challenges related to international legitimacy,
sustainability costs, and regional power balances, which highlight the limits of smart power in a

complex regional environment.

Keywords: Turkish foreign policy, smart power, soft power, Syrian crisis, regional influence.
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