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Abstract

This study explores the historical roots of the Soviet presence in the
Arabian Peninsula from 1918 to 1928, a formative period marked by
fundamental shifts in Russian foreign policy after the Bolshevik
Revolution. The nascent Soviet Union pursued a new policy towards the
East, founded on opposition to Western imperialism, efforts to win over
Muslim populations, and the establishment of alternative trade channels
outside colonial networks. This approach was exemplified by the dispatch
of consular missions to the Hejaz, most notably the mission led by Karim
Hakimov, as well as the early diplomatic recognition of Abdulaziz Al
Saud's rule in 1926, making the USSR the first state to recognize him as
King of the Hejaz. Soviet activities also extended to Yemen with the
signing of a Treaty of Friendship and Commerce in 1928. However, these
efforts remained constrained by active British opposition and the relative
scarcity of Soviet resources, which were primarily directed toward
internal reconstruction. The study concludes that this period laid early
diplomatic foundations for Soviet-Arab relations, despite their limited
practical outcomes.
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