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Abstract:

In light of the rapid technological transformation and advanced
technological infrastructure in Iraq, the Iraqi government's prompt
response to crises has become vital in addressing growing threats,
particularly in the area of cybersecurity. An advanced technological
infrastructure enables the government to issue directives and make
immediate decisions to support educational institutions. The effectiveness
of this response depends largely on the preparedness of universities and
institutes, as they are the cornerstone of society. This preparedness enables
academic institutions to implement preventive and corrective measures
quickly and effectively, ensuring the implementation of established legal
and technical policies and the protection of digital systems and sensitive
information. The effectiveness of this response also depends on the
presence of a clear legal framework for cybersecurity and an advanced
technological infrastructure, which enables universities to implement
preventive and corrective policies and procedures quickly and accurately.
The study focuses on assessing universities' preparedness to confront cyber
crises and its relationship to several factors, including: Cybersecurity
awareness, university efforts to enhance security, university policies and
laws, use of digital systems, security culture in the university community,
personal experience with incidents, in addition to the role of students in
supporting cybersecurity through adherence to preventive practices and
active participation in awareness programs. The results of the study, which
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was based on an electronic questionnaire in which 200 male and female
students participated and analyzed using the SPSS program, showed that
enhancing university preparedness requires integrated awareness
programs, effective use of digital technologies, in addition to general
awareness of cybersecurity. Based on the results of the study, A set of
recommendations was developed, the most important of which was to
intensify awareness programs and build an integrated technical
environment that supports cybersecurity, while simultaneously monitoring
the impact of policies and laws to minimize any potential negative impact
and enhance student engagement positively and thoughtfully.

Keywords: crises, cybersecurity, technological development.
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