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Abstract

This study examines the role of the United States of America in
establishing democracy in Iraq following the 2003 military intervention.
It analyzes the political, institutional, and security dimensions of U.S.
involvement and evaluates whether externally driven democratization
produced sustainable democratic outcomes. The study is grounded in four
principal theoretical frameworks: democratic transition theory, state-
building theory, external intervention theory, and liberal internationalism.
By integrating these approaches, the study assesses both the structural
conditions of Iraq’s political transformation and the strategic choices
made by U.S. policymakers. The study adopts a qualitative case study
approach, relying on academic literature, policy documents, institutional
reports, and secondary data covering the period from 2003 to the present.

Journal Of Babylon Center For Humanities Studies 2026 Volume :16 Issue :5
(ISSN): 2227-2895 (Print)  (E-ISSN):2313-0059 (Online)

A
<.
h
@
3
2
Jq
&
3
!

E
&
£
fj.
i

®
"
S

£ ¢A


mailto:Ahmed.tawfeq@nawroz.edu.krd
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

54 2l

ol el

dogei b | Sikaal yall Jils 3 0 il @- g}%g{ﬁb

-
\

£4¢9

agé\ﬂ\gé;\.)h\ﬂwﬁ\ f—lu)!@%f‘i\'ééﬂd‘&l{iﬂ\)gd%
@\Wd"

It traces the dismantling of Saddam Hussein’s regime, the policies of the
Coalition Provisional Authority, the drafting of the 2005 Constitution, the
formation of electoral institutions, and subsequent democratic
performance. Particular attention is given to early decisions such as de-
Ba’athification and the dissolution of the Iraqi army, as well as their long-
term effects on state capacity and political stability.

The findings indicate that while the U.S. intervention succeeded in
removing authoritarian rule and establishing formal democratic
institutions-including elections, constitutional governance, and multiparty
competition-it did not achieve full democratic consolidation. Institutional
fragility, sectarian fragmentation, weak rule of law, corruption, and
persistent security challenges constrained the effectiveness of democratic
governance. The study demonstrates that externally imposed regime
change can initiate political transformation but cannot guarantee
sustainable democracy without domestic legitimacy, inclusive political
settlements, and robust state institutions.
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